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Among the Archives of the Royal Society are included 
thirty-nine guard*books which were made up, or at least 
completed, in the year 1740 or 1741. The majority of 
the papers in these volumes are manuscript, but a few 
printed documents occur here and there throughout the 
series. Some of the papers are earlier in date than the 
grant on July 16, 1662, of the First Charter to the 
Society ; indeed there are several pieces which go back 
so far as the time of James I. The Philosophical Society 
or Assembly, which developed into the Royal Society, 
was founded about 1645, but connected with it there 
seems to have been a Committee of Trades, which was 
responsible for a number of practical papers. Some of 
these were written in the year 1639 ; they are to be 
found in vol. iii (i), while the still earlier documents, 
occurring chiefly in vol. xxv, may have been included in 
the gift, in 1667, by Mr. H. Howard, of the Arundel 
Library. 

In connexion with the designation ^ Royal Society ' it 

seems that this term was first applied by John Evelyn in 
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4 ^CLASSIFIED PAPERS' IN THE 

his translation of Gabriel Naud^'s book. This translation, 
which appeared in 1661 under the title 'Instructions 
concerning erecting of a Library/ was prefaced by 
a dedication to Edward, Earl of Clarendon. In this 
Evelyn says — * . . . God has Enlightn'd your great Mind 
with a Fervour so much becoming it in the promoting 
and encouraging of the ROYAL SOCIETY; which is, m 
one word, to have dared a nobler thing, than has been 
done these fifty ages and more, that the Knowledge 0/ 
Causes and the Nature of Things have la3m concealed from 
us; and that the world has continued, without once 
having assum'd the Council and Besolution which our 
Elustrious Prince and your Lordship have shewed in 
establishing and cultivating a Design so worthy, and 
perfective of Human FeUcity, as far at least, as in ilus life 
men may hope to attain it.' Afterwards, on Nov. 3rd, 
1661, Evelyn received the public thanks of the * philo- 
sophic assembly' for the honourable mention he had 
'made of them by the name of the Boyal Society.' 
Bearing on this matter may be named a paper. No. 4 in 
voL xvii of the series under review. It is anonymous 
but probably belongs to the year 1668. It is in PVench, 
and the title runs ' La Liste des (91) Experiences faites 
dans la Societe royale d'Angleterre durant la Presidence 
du Chevalier Mourray/ This tells us that Sir Bobert 
Moray presided over the assembly out of which the Royal 
Society grew. And in Evelyn's account of Marble Paper, 
which was read on Jan. 8, 166^ and was addressed to Sir 
Robert Moray, he is styled *Praeses.' Further names 
connected with this Assembly or Society are furnished 
by a paper. No. 71 in vol xxiv, wherein are recorded the 
admissions of 13 members between March 20, 166^ and 
May 7, 1662. Several of the persons so admitted 
became, later on, original or early Fellows of the Royal ' 
Society. 
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An appropriate name for this series of guard-books 
seems to be found in the term * Classified Papers/ They 
are arranged chiefly according to subject, but in part 
according to author ; moreover in each volmne the 
documents have been inserted pretty nearly in chrono- 
logical sequence. They comprise original papers, letters 
and memoranda communicated to the Society, or its 
Officers or other Members; extracts from published 
books and memoirs and reviews of the same ; also some 
printed broadsides and prospectuses. In all 2,600 papers 
have been calendared, and also have been indexed so far 
as authors' names are concerned. Of authors identified 
there are about 800, but many of the papers were written 
by the Secretaries of the Society, some are anonymous, 
and not a few, particularly those in the concluding 
volume of the series, may be called official, emanating as 
they did, from Departments of the State or from corpor- 
ate bodies. There are references attached to many of 
the papers indicating that they have been published in 
the Philosophical Transactions, yet a large proportion 
have not been printed but have been merely copied 
into the Letter Books or the Register Books of the 
Society. 

When this series of guard-books was first taken in 
hand there existed no description of its contents. Now 
to every paper has been attached a number, while to 
each volume has been prefixed a table of contents. This 
includes, so far as they were easily available, the name of 
the author, the title or subject of each nmnbered Paper, 
and its date. It would have been possible to have 
determined the authorship of anonymous papers and the 
fact of publication in many luirecorded cases. But the 
labour of such inquiries would have delayed greatly the 
completion of the work, while there would always have 
remained a number of imsolved problems. 
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6 * CLASSIFIED PAPERS' IN THE 

A subject-index for this series of Classified Papers 
might perhaps be deemed superfluous since some sort of 
grouping under subjects had been carried out in 
arranging the contents of most of these guard-books. Yet 
the great variety of topics included in several of the 
single volumes (e. g. vols, ii, xvii and xxv) and the not 
infrequent appearance of documents in positions de- 
cidedly incongruous would render a full subject-index 
really useful. But a large committee of experts woidd be 
required to deal properly with such work, and to supple- 
ment the deficiencies of the lists submitted in the follow- 
ing pages. For it must be recorded here that the exist- 
ence of a goodly number of important papers is in no way 
even indicated in our Index of Authors. There are, for 
instance, in voL xvii Nos. 32 and 33, no less than 34 
pages devoted to Usts of manuscripts in various libraries. 
But these lists, being anonymous, did not allow of their 
inclusion in our Index Nominum. So, too, in vol. xxv, the 
subject of the papers Nos. 29 to 55 which relate to the 
^farming' of sea-coals and the trade therein, both at 
Newcastle and in Scotland, from 1610 to 1633, is not 
indicated by the presence in the Index of the names of 
a few persons concerned in this business. Besides the 
Table of Contents prefixed to each volmne, a written list 
of authors represented in each volume has been prepared 
for deposit in the Library. And all these names have 
been thrown into a single Index lexicographically 
arranged, which Index is here printed. It may be taken 
as supplementing the two Catalogues of MSS. published 
by the Society in 1840. 

The contents of these guard-books are so varied in 
subject and differ so greatly in importance and interest, 
that to give any adequate notion of their character and 
value would be impracticable in a brief prefatory note. 
They at all events show the very wide scope of the 
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inquiries which the Royal Society, in its early days, 
regarded as pertaming to its duties. A reference to the 
twenty-five titles affixed to the several volumes demon- 
strates this point. It may be interesting to cite here a few 
examples of noteworthy documents to be foimd in these 
guard-books. By Isaac Barrow there are 3 papers, by John 
Hadley 7, by Edmund Halley 65, by Francis Hauksbee 
66, by Robert Hooke 103, by Sir Robert Moray 19, by Sir 
Hans Sloane 8, and by Denis Papin 84. Among 6 papers 
by Sir Christopher Wren occurs a memorandum accom- 
panied by three careful figures as to the fall of certain hail* 
stones on March 26, 1667. Then there are 10 papers by 
John Evelyn. Of these one was published last year for the 
first time by the Oxford University Press : it constituted 
the second part of the Author's * Sculptura' Two other 
papers by Evelyn, in the author's autograph, are entitled 
respectively *Arts Illiberal and Mechanick' and *A 
Designe for a Library,' the former being dated Jan. 16, 
166^, and the latter May 22, 1662 ; neither has been 
printed (see iii (i) 1 and xvii 1). A sealed paper on his 
* Way of makeing the Phosphorus ' by the Hon. Robert 
Boyle, affords another example of interesting character. 
It was deposited with Dr. Hooke, the Secretary, on Oct. 
14, 1680 ; after the death of the author in 1691 the three 
seals were broken in the presence of the ofiScers of the 
Society (see xi (i) 21). 

Although in the library of the Royal Society there 
happens to be a manuscript volume (Ixxxiii) of miscel* 
laneous papers including a considerable number of 
poetical pieces, the presence of examples of verse in the 
series of * Classified Papers ' was hardly to be expected. 
However, three poems have been found, one in English, 
(^ne in German, and one in French. The last alone 
possesses real merit. On reading it *one irresistibly 
thinks of Fontenelle ', sa3rs Mr. Edmund Gtosse. It is an 
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epigrammatic poem of fourteen lines on a grotesque 
anatomical topic, and belongs to the very close of the 
seventeenth century. It occurs in volume xiv (i), and 
constitutes an appendix to a paper in Latin on the same 
subject, No. 50, in that book. The paper was registered 
in R. B. voL ix, p. 17, but the appended verses do not 
appear there. 

Although not a few of these 2,500 papers may be 
deemed trivial, perhaps inane, either in subject or in 
treatment, when viewed in the light of to-day, yet even 
these are not without value from the historical standpoint. 
In this connexion one may recall the fact that the Royal 
Society became, in its early days, a depdt for much 
miaceLieous .^terial both in the way ot observation 
and argument-n^terial coming from many and varied 
sources. Even for the papers selected for publication 
in the Philosophical Transactions, the Coimcil of the 
Society did not assume responsibility until the year 
1753. 

It is right to state here that, owing to eccentricities in 
spelling and the omission of Christian names, there has 
been much difficulty in identifying some of the authors 
of papers and books in the present series. As a con- 
sequence it is probable that, in a few cases, two 
individuals have been combined into one, or one 
individual cleft in two. An example of a kind of 
problem in identification occasionally met with is 
furnished by such a phrase as ^ Bell's Himgarie ' as the 
title of a book. Which of many Bells was intended ? 
Inquiry proved that this author's true name was Matyas 
B61. It may be mentioned here that the names of the 
authors of books reviewed have been inserted in the 
Index, not the names of the reviewers — ^who, indeed, were 
generally the Secretaries of the Society. One of these 
* accounts ' or reviews of books may be cited for several 
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reasons. It was not written by one of the Secretaries of 
the Society but by Dr, W. Stukeley, F.R.S. It was 
entered in the Register Book but not printed, and it 
dealt \¥ith a subject which in more recent days would not 
have been considered vdthin the purview of the Society. 
This paper consists of a careful criticism, extending to 
nine pages, of the Latin Elegiac Version of the Psalms, 
written by Dr. Arthur Johnston, Rector of King's 
College, Aberdeen. The book was published in 1637, 
but the review in question was written a century later, 
having been read before the Society on January 8, 
174- : it will be found in volume xxii (2) where it is 
nmnbered 82. 

Of the imperfections of the present Index Nominum 
the compiler is fiilly conscious : the ample margins of 
this booklet will, however, afiford space for corrections 
and additions. One merit may be allowed to the list, for, 
in spite of mistakes and omissions, it cannot £eu1 to draw 
attention to an almost unknown storehouse of interesting 
and varied docmnents. Many of these throw light on the 
methods and development of the Royal Society during the 
first eighty years of its career. Moreover, an inquirer, 
by associating vdth the information afforded by this 
Index of Authors that furnished by the subject-headings 
of most of the volumes, will generally be enabled to 
track out papers of particular interest. Such procedure 
is made easier by the manuscript Table of Contents now 
prefixed to each volmne. Take the case of the single 
paper by Prince Rupert, No. 11 in volume iii (i). On 
turning to the book itself we find the following par- 
ticulars — * To make small shot of different sizes. Com- 
mimicated by Sir R. Moray. 3pp. read March 5, 166f .' 
For the subjects of anonymous or official papers the 39 
Tables of Contents must be directly consulted. 
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Here is a list of the Titles and numbers attached to 
the several guard-books of this series of Classified 
Papers : — 

^CLASSIFIED PAPERS' 

VOLUME 

i Arithmetick, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, 
ii. Surveying, Opticks, Perspective, Sculpture, 

Painting, Musick, Mechanicks. 
iii (i) and iii (2). Mechanicks, Trades, 
iv (i) and iv (2). Physiology, Meteorology, Pneu- 

maticks. 
V. Journals of the Weather. 

vi. Staticks, Hydrostaticks, Hydraulicks, Hydrology, 
vii (i) and vii (2). Architecture, Ship-building, Geo- 
graphy, Navigation, Voyages, Travels, 
viii (i) and viii (2). Astronomy. 
ix (i) and ix (2). Mineralogy, Magneticks. 
X (i), X (2) and x (3). Botany and Agriculture, 
xi (i) and xi (2). Pharmacy and Chymistry. 
xii (i) and xii (2). Anatomy and Sui^ery. 
xiii. Monsters ; Longevity, 
xiv (i) and xiv (2). Physick. 
XV (i) and xv (2). Zoology, 
xvi. Gramar, Chronology, History and Antiquities, 
xvii. Miscellaneous Papers. 

xviii (i) and xviii (2). Experiments of Papin, Hawks- 
bee, and Desaguliers. 
xix. Inquiries and Answers. 
XX. Dr. Hook's Papers, 
xxi. Halle/s Papers, 
xxii (i) and xxii (2). Accounts of Books, 
xxiii (i) and xxiii (2). Inoculations, 
xsdv. Papers by Collins, Oldenburg and Hook. 
XXV. Political: Trade. 



INDEX OF AUTHORS 

[Names in Capital Letters are those of 
of the Society : the larger Arabic numerals i 
to pages, but to the numbers of the several 

A—, R, vi 37. 
Abriga, Melchior. xvi 58. 
Adams, Qeorge. iii (2) 32. 
Adams, John, xvi 30. 
Adelbulner, Michel, xxii (2) 85. 
Aga, Cassem. xiv (2) 28. 
^ Aguonbt, William, xv (i) 59. 
Aland, Jonathan, viii (i) 50. 
Alexander, James, viii (i) 76. 
Allen, Benjamin, xv (2) 13. 
Allen, D. iii (2) 27. 
Allen, Thomas, xi (i) 20. xiii 3. 
Alprunus, Dr. xiv (i) 30. 
Alruz, J. W. xiv (2) 27. 
Amyand, Claude, xii (2) 27, 52, 64, 69, 

xxiii (i) 1 to 10. 
Amyot, Dr. ix (i) 54. 
Anderson, Robert, xxiv 23. 
Angeli, Stefano. xxiv 24, 39. 
Angier, Samuel, xxiii (i) 12, 13. 
Anhom, Barthol. xiv (2) 9. 
Anstey, — . vi 51. 
Appuh, Dominico Sang, xxii (i) 54. 
Archer, George, iv (2) 25. 
Archer, John, v 42. 
Ashby, S. xi (i) 37. 
Ashenhurst, Ward, xxiii (i) 11. 
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AsHHOLE, Elias. xxii (i) 22. 

Asonseva, Thomas de. viii (i) 11. 

Astrimos, Baro de. xvii 13. 

Atkinson, Joseph, xii (2) 26. 

Attwell, Joseph, vi 73. 

Austin, [? Ralph], x (3) 7, 8. 

AuzouT, Adrian, ix (2) 5. 

AvERANi, G. iv (i) 67, 68. 

AwBREY, John, vii (i) 28. viii (i) 24. xii (i) 17, 

Aymon, J. le Sieur de. xvii 35. 



B— ,W., M.D. xiv(i)31. 

Bacon, Vincent, xiv (2) 41. 

Baconneau, J. xxiii (i) 22, 23, 24. 

Baker, Bobert. xxiii (i) 34. 

Bake well, John, xxiii (i) 17. 

Ball, Peter, iv (i) 1. 

Ballard, — . ix (2) 11. xi (i) 27. 

Bancroft, Mrs. xiv (i) 16. 

Banister, John, xv (i) 43. 

Bankes, T. xiv (i) 8. 

Barat, J. xiv (i) 3. 

Baraterius, J. P. xxii (2) 66, 78. 

Barcroft, Wm. xxiii (i) 31. 

Barker, Robert, ii 36. xxii (2) 67. 

Barkham, Bobert. xxiii (i) 16. 

Barrow, Isaac, xxiv 10, 21, 33. 

Bartholin, Caspar, xxii (i) 18. 

Bates, Thomas, vi 63. 

Bateson, T. xiv (i) 8. 

Baxter, Wm. xxii (i) 71. 

Bayley, Edward, xxiii (i) 20, 21. 

Bayly, Arthur, v 29. ix (2) 10. xix 78. 

Beale, John, ii 22. iii (i) 18. 
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Beale, Bichard. xvii 12. 

Beard, Bichabd. xxiii (i) 82, 33. 

Beck, Gave, xvi 2. 

Beckett, Wm. xiii 15. xiv (2) 19. 

Beeston, W. xxiii (i) 27. 

Begour, — . xiii 14. 

Beighton, H. V 12, 14. vi 74. 

B61, Matyas. xxii (2) 77. 

Bblohieb, John, xii (2) 66, 67. 

Belidor, B. F. de. iii (2) 22. xvii 66. 

B^lidor, L. de. i 46, 47. 

Benevoli, Antonio, xii (2) 8. xxii (2) 16. 

Bent, T. iii (i) 23a. 

Beimingham, Michael, xii (2) 55, 62. 

Bernard, Felix, iii (2) 9. 

Bernoulli, Jacques, xxii (i) 22. 

Bernoulli, Jean, i 30. 

Bevan, Silvanus. xxiii (i) 29. 

Beveridge, William, xxiv 12. 

Bevis, J. viii (2) 52 to 57. 

Bianchini, F. iv (i) 81. viii (2) 10. xvii 9. 

xxii (2) 34. 
Biester, J. P. viii (2) 43. 
Bindlos, Captn. John, vi 52. 
Birchenshaw, John, xxii (i) 7. 
Blair, Dr. P. x (i) 43. 
Blome, Richard, xxii (i) 4. 
Blount, Col. T. iii (i) 20, 21. 
Boccone, Silvio, x (i) 15. xxii (2) 15. 
Boeder, Johann. xxii (2) 22. 
Boerhaave, H. xvii 72. xxii (2) 84. 
Bdrneburg, J. C. Baro de. ix (i) 26. 
Bohun, W. xxiii (i) 25. 
Bon, Franc. Xavier. xv (i) 66. 
Bonavert, — . xii (i) 52. 
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Bond, — . ix (i) 31. x (i) 20. 

Boniautus, Vincentus. ix (i) 44, 45. 

Borreal, Pierre, xxiv 50. 

Borrelli, G. A. xxii (i) 17. 

BoTTONi, DoMiNico, xxii (2) 9, 10. 

Bourgeois, [? Dominique Fran9ois]. iii (2) 28. 

Bowman, Dr. xxiii (i) 26. 

Boyle, Hon. Robt. iv (i) 15, 20, 21, 48. vii (i) 14. 

ix (i) 11. xi (i) 21, 31. xiii 2. xv (i)9, 26. 

xxii (i) 38. xvii 9. 
BoYLSTON, Zabdiel. V 12, 14. vi 74. xv (2) 2. 

xxii (2) 17. 
Bradgate, — . iii (2) 21. 
Bradley, A. xv (2) 24. 
Bradley, J. viii (i) 73. viii (2) 2, 69. 
Brady, Dr. Samuel, xxiii (i) 14, 15. 
Brady, Wm. xxiii (i) 19. 
Br AIKEN RIDGE, Wm. xxii (2) 70. 
Brancker, Thomas, xxiv 1. 
Brattle, Thos. viii (i) 61. 
Breynius, J. P. X (i) 40. X (2) 21. xv (2) 26. 

xxii (2) 50, 60. 
Brochmand, L. ix (i) 53. 
Brodripp, Dr. Thos. xxiii (i) 28. 
Brook, J. xv (i) 17. 
Brookshank, J. and E. xxiii (i) 18. 
Brothei-ton, T. x (i) 26, 27. 
Brouncker, Wm., Lord, iii (i) 15, 55. iv (i) 84. 

vi 5, 6. viii (i) 29. xxiv 46. 
Brown, George, i 6. 

Brown, John, xi (i) 51, 53. xi (2) 3, 4, 7, 10, 21. 
Brown, — , Senr. xiv (1) 14. 
Brown, Dr. Thos. vii (i) 9. 
Browne, Edward, xv (i) 34. xvii 8. 
Browne, Lionel, viii (2) 59. 
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Bruce, David, iii (i) 8. 

BrUckmann, F. E. i 29. ix (i) 72, 78, 74. 

47. xxii (2) 83. 
Bruno, Giordano, iv (i) 81. 
BuiiLiALDUs, IsHA&L. viii (i) 17, 27. 
Buratini, — . viii (i) 12. 
Burgess, James, xxiii (i) 80. 
Buigravius, J. Ph. xvii 52. 
BiTBNET, T. xxii (i) 18. 
Burnet, W. viii (i) 76. 
Burton, Dr. S. xii (2) 67. 
BussiERE, P. xii (i) 65. xiii 8. xiv (1) 54. 
Btrd, Wm. xiv (i) 44. 



CameUi, G. x (i) 86, 86. 

Campani, G. viii (i) 8, 9. 

Campbell, J. i 10. 

Capasso, D. viii (i) 75. 

Capeler, F, iv (i) 41. 

Cafpeler, Maur. Anton, xxii (2) 11. 

Carrone,G.B. viii (i) 74, 75. viii (2) 14, 19, S 

Cark. [? Carkess, J.] xiv (i) 82. 

Carnac, P. xxiii (i) 42. 

Carpenter, George, Lord, xii (2) 68. 

Cary, More, v 16, 18. 

Cassini, J. viii (i) 80, 55, 56, 57. 

Castell, Richard, xii (2) 50. 

Caswell, J, vi 47. 

Catesby, Mark, xxii (2) 42, 48, 44, 69, 72, 7 

Caumont, Marquis de. xii (2) 69. 

Cay, Eobert. vii (2) 2. 

Celsius, Andreas, iv (2) 20, 21. xvi 51. 

Centile, A. xv (i) 49, 50. 

Cestone, Diacinto. xv (i) 56. 
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Chabray, — . iii (l) 31. 

Chamberlain, — . xiv (2) 8. 

Chamberlen, Hugh, xii (2) 64. xxv 118. 

Chandler, Edmund, xxiii (i) 88, 89, 40. 

Charles L xxv 54. 

Chatton, — . xiv (i) 21. 

Charlton, Dr. W. ii 85. iv (i) 8, 10. xi (i) 2. 

XV (i) 12, 18. xvi 18. 
Chaumette, I. de la. iii (2) 17, 18, 19, 81, 85. 
Chaimcey, C. xii (i) 84. 
Chelsam, — . xxv 26. 
Cheselden, W. xii (i) 71, 72. xii (2) 4. xxii (2) 

61. xxiii (i) 41. 
Chubb, Thomas, xxiii (i) 36. 
Churchman, Wallis. vi 75. 
Chutr6, G. M. xiv (i) 18. 
Cinnamon-Inspector, x (2) 5. 
CnoLLO, Nicola, v 27. xiv (2) 26. 
Clacius, Georgius. xi (i) 52. 
Clairaut, a. C. viii (2) 27, 
Clark, [? Timothy], xii (i) 25. 
Clark, W. and Ph. xxiii (i) 87. 
Clarke, Dr. x (i) 2. 
Clarke, G. iii (i) 47, 67. 
Clayton, — . vii (i) 48. 
Clerk, [? Henry], xii (i) 8. 
Clerk, Sir John, viii (2) 74. xxii (2) 47. 
Clerk, William, xii (i) 54. 
Clifton, Dr. Francis, xxii (2) 56. 
Cluverus, Dethlaeus. xxii (i) 28, 24. 
Cockburn,Dr. W. xiv (i) 63. xiv (2) 40. xxii (i) 58. 
Colden, C. viii (i) 76. 
Cole, Wm. vii (i) 60. ix (i) 48. xii (i) 26, 27. 
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